
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Radio Kahuzi was founded in the D.R. Congo by 
Richard (L) and Kathy McDonald (C) back in 1991 
 

Richard and Kathy have recently been forced to 
locate a new place to live over in nearby Rwanda  
 

Fortunately an affordable site was found just a few 
miles from Bukavu across Lake Kivu near Kirambo 

Radio Kahuzi also needed this new location after 
rental rates in Bukavu skyrocketed out of reach  

Radio Kahuzi’s Congolese radio journalist Gregoire     
(in red shirt) received training at the U.S. Embassy 

Galcom solar radios like these are helping Radio 
Kahuzi reach Burundi, Rwanda & the D.R. Congo  
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From Adversity To Opportunity In Africa 
 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders… and let us run 
with perseverance the race marked out for us…     (Hebrews 12:1 NIV) 
 
The “great cloud of witnesses” in Hebrews 12:1 clearly refers to those Old 
Testament heroes of Hebrews 11 who overcame daunting challenges as an 
encouragement to believers through the ages, including us.   Although they 
would likely deny the comparison, we think Richard and Kathy McDonald should 
be included in a modern list of heroes of the faith. 
 
Back in 1986, when the McDonalds entered Zaire (now called the D.R. Congo) 
as Christian missionaries, they couldn’t have foreseen the threats, trials, 
blessings, victories and Kingdom opportunities that awaited them over the next 
29 years.   Their remarkable story of persistence and total dependence upon 
God is an inspirational example that hopefully others will choose to follow.*  
 
After starting out as English teachers, Richard and Kathy stepped out in faith and 
founded Radio Kahuzi in 1991 with a small FM transmitter broadcasting on 91.1 
MHz.  Broadcasts from Bukavu began in 1992.  In 2001, shortwave Gospel radio 
broadcasts on 6210 KHz were added and the potential listening audience jumped 
from 3 million to over 10 million overnight. Galcom has supported Rich and Kathy 
by providing more than 17,500 solar-powered radio receivers fix-tuned to Radio 
Kahuzi’s FM and SW signals.   
 
Since our last report, the McDonalds encountered new trials.  First, Richard 
urgently needed surgery in the United States to stave off blindness in his right 
eye (praise the Lord this was entirely successful).  Then gold was discovered 
near Bukavu and the influx of fortune seekers into the area spiked rental prices to 
exorbitant heights, forcing both the McDonalds and Radio Kahuzi to seek new 
homes.   
 
Through prayer, the Lord has met every challenge.  A new affordable location in 
Bukavu has been secured for Radio Kahuzi’s studio. Richard and Kathy too have 
experienced the Lord’s faithfulness to meet their need for new housing.  Just 
over the border in nearby Rwanda, an affordable house was discovered only a 
few miles from Bukavu.   As Richard and Kathy have witnessed many times, the 



Lord turned their adversity into a Kingdom opportunity and a new vision was born 
to launch Great Lakes Grace Radio in Rwanda via a new FM station to be built 
there, hopefully soon. 
 
Richard recently took time out from the pressures of moving both their home and 
Radio Kahuzi to send us this brief update: 
 
Dear Tom & the Galcom Team, 
 
We send Greetings from the many listeners in the D.R. Congo who enjoy 
listening each day to the Gospel programming through the thousands of fine 
sound devices you have provided to them over these twenty-three years.   
 
Yesterday a team of technicians came from the capital in Kinshasa... They 
lauded Radio Kahuzi as their number one partner in reaching the masses in 
remote areas!  We would have little success without this special working together 
in Christ that Galcom provides! 
 
We are in an exciting transition to our new studio just up the street and a new 
country and mission field just across the border in Rwanda!  We look forward to 
continuing our ministry together with you at Galcom through Our Lord Jesus 
Christ! 
 
Keep looking up and keep on keeping on! 
 
In his Service and Care, 
 
Richard & Kathy McDonald 
Bukavu, D.R. Congo 
 
Thank you, Galcom partners, for your faithful prayers and gifts that 
make Galcom’s support of heroes like the McDonalds possible. Your 
continued partnership with us is appreciated.  If you would consider 
going on a future Galcom missions trip, please contact the office.   
 
For the unreached, 
 
Tom Blackstone 
Exec. Director 
 
*See previous May 2007, Dec. 2008 and July 2013 newsletters at www.galcomusa.com 
 
 
 

Galcom is accorded the highest 5-star rating for transparency and efficiency by Ministry Watch 
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