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Please pray for: 
 
• those who received emergency rations to turn to 

Christ in faith if they have not already 
• church and ministry leaders in the DR and in 

India to be guided and sustained 
• those who put themselves at risk in this 

operation to be safeguarded and protected 
• those who prayed and sacrificed financially 

to be richly blessed in return 
• open doors for future Galcom radio and audio 

Bible ministry in these areas 
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Intercessors’ corner 

Challenging Times, 
Extraordinary measures 

 

Dear Friends of Galcom, 
 

“Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of 
you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,’ but does nothing 

about their physical needs, what good is it?”  (James 2:15-16 NIV) 
) 
 

 

People all around the globe have been subjected to unprecedented 
socio-economic disruptions as the worldwide COVID 19 pandemic has 
taken hold in more than 180 countries.  Ministries like ours and the 
trusted ministry partners with whom we work overseas have all been 
affected by these events in challenging ways. 
 
Praise God that he’s allowed us to stay connected through internet 
video conferencing.  One afternoon last month, we met online for 
prayer and encouragement with most of our past Belize and Dominican 
Republic mission team members.  During that meeting, we learned that 
Haitian church pastors alongside whom we had worked in the DR were under great pressure to find food 
for church members who did not qualify for emergency assistance during lockdown from the government. 
Heartfelt prayer was offered for this situation and also for those we love and work with in Belize. As the 
meeting wrapped up, a message flashed in from India saying much the same thing: low caste Banjara 
Gypsies were isolated from work and in a tough position where subsistence food supplies were 
concerned. 
 

In order to meet this global challenge, flexibility and creativity have been needed, and we 
began to wonder whether the Lord might be calling us to step outside our normal purpose 
of radio ministry in order to make a difference where these two critical needs were 
concerned.  The answer seemed to be a resounding “Yes!” Our oversight committee 
quickly authorized us to receive and disburse funds to meet this immediate need. 
 
Our DR trip teammates* stepped up and contributed generously to help us help those 
pastors and congregations. These gifts enabled the rush-purchase and distribution of 1.4 
tons of rice, beans and powdered milk to 6 hard-pressed congregations in Santiago.  This 
freed allocated Galcom funds for the need in India, resulting in 125 families receiving 

similar assistance there through our long-standing ministry partner, Sagar Bhuyka with Badavo Banjara 
Phozear Trust near Hyderabad. 
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Our Spanish-fluent co-team leader Mauricio Chicas worked tirelessly to make the 
food distribution happen quickly and efficiently in the DR.  He reported the following:  

 
I have heard back from the 6 pastors and some church 
members expressing their deep gratitude, often at a loss for 
words, telling me that somehow just saying “thank you” just 
didn’t seem to be enough, but thank you. It is important to 
mention that none of this would have been possible without the 
cooperation and tremendous effort from the Free Methodist 
Bishop in Santiago and that of his wife who physically 
procured, under stress and at risk to themselves, all the food 
for the Haitian churches. 
 

We sensed the Lord’s hand at work in this crisis-relief situation in many ways. Just as the DR initial 
distributions were complete, news from India began to flow in via our faithful partner Sagar in India:   
 
Dear Brother Tom: Thank you for your prayers, support and friendship! We 
truly appreciate you for considering our request ‘outside the box’. I feel that 
our help is like a drop in the ocean, but every drop matters. I saw tears in 
the beneficiaries’ eyes as they received the packages. We did this on 

Easter Sunday for the community to 
understand the love of Christ. They are 
grateful for church.  We anticipate many 
more relief works.  Please pray that the Lord 
will provide the needed resources. 
 
We are very grateful for the partners and relationships 
the Lord has given Galcom over the years, and we’re 

honored to work and serve alongside each of you.  To everyone who has been involved 
in prayer, in gifts, in oversight, in labor and in networking, we extend our deep 
appreciation.  Unique among them recently is Faith Steinmeyer from the June 2019 DR 
team who, though she had lost her job and was unable to contribute financially, created 
a fundraiser and encouraged her friends and family to give toward relief in the DR.  She 
raised nearly $600.  What an encouragement! 
 
These are extraordinary times, but we are confident that the Lord will continue to guide His people as we 
week to minister His love, compassion and offer of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ to those around 
us and around the world. We invite you to join us in pressing in to hear what the Lord is saying for today 
and in allowing Him to prepare us for the days to come.  He is faithful, and He will do it!  For more 
information about GalcomUSA, please go to http://www.galcomusa.com. 
 
For the Unreached, 
 
 
 
Tom Blackstone, 
Exec. Director 
 
     
        
 

Faith 

Social Distancing 

India DR 

DR 

DR 

India 

http://www.galcomusa.com/

